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Reiehswehr and Republic 



lplp W b m  be wma that this -DOLI- 
p & l & d & a - h i s w  
SchkicbaliLeaadlrOnrsd - bound." 

dirrcting a spang was his task 
as the militvp chi& k d dda 
ooanythingthmirrina said about 
p o l i a r m t o a r * - h  
of this aaitudc-paLnpr iabaitcd 
from that of wn'sach-ans that tbb 
military chief did not &fa to 
Schleicha as a member of a highs 
political authority. but to schkidra Y 
a political authority hhnself. The iob 
lation d voll GecLt = gonz d p  
thepoliticalartlepaeorrrm?incd.IIh 
root of thisdi&ultyirdegr, for the 

military to top a* control is r- 
cepted as basic to wertan democratic 

outward form a€ defaemx a€ the 

thought. The quescbn is whabet 
such an arrangement is as Wortable 
under conditions of 8 basic division 
of ideas concerning the nature of the 
civilian government itself and an ab 

litical supremaq. Thqu the first 
condition is in a c L e r i s t i c  
of France, the call to-&€end the Re- 
public has had immenre popular a p  
peal when tbe chips were dawn. In 
a much more direct way, both of these 
conditions plagued the Gaman Re- 
public. Not only '~llils there a am- 
sidexable sentiment d d s p t  amoag 
the army o&ers over republican 
politics, developing into a yearniog 
for a moce stable, authoritarian form, 
but thw was an even morebsic lack 
of appreciation of thc nature of cop- 
stitutjonal p-t  i d .  It i s  im 

SalCe of any tradition of avilian pe 

portant th?t. in civilkminiliorp relo- 
tilms?thegmaalsrrJizethatthe~ 
llunaer Lnom d obeys the hiv, 
andequall i m ~ t h a t t h r e v a s c  
betrue. E i t c ~ h q p e n r h a t a n  ---+ 
anllDcmsb -tutionalactdhIsrmlrtary 
chief, it doeJ not folbw that the p- 
dwouldobey. Thiscapinlvanlld 
not haqe been said for h e r d  Ham- 
mastein. 
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. . . w k r ,  tbe weatwall i8 p 'epud fa defeme.. . 
- 

was now to be invaded, and the forces 
neededftn i t d d f a  aceduction d 
the build-up of Wvedod," as the 
plan of the inolsi~n of Noah*-- 
ern France in 1944 had bp now becn. 
named. 

Thisnewwran centred,w~m 
whetha "Overlonf?knald or should 
not be d aut, b u  on the date of 
its launching. As Mr. Harrison ex- 
plains it: T h e  Britisb said in e k t ,  
'How can we tell what we s h d  do 

six months or a par hare until wc 
b how w e c a m  aut of the nm 
month's actia~?' Tbe AmarprJ * r e -  
toacd, 'Haw do we )mow wherba 
next month's a c t h  is wire unless we 
know where we want to be a pear 
from now?" Tk argument was is 
unanswerabk as that d which ~omcs 
first, the hen ot th .sp? Again it led 
to a half-: Wvedord" wasnot 
cancelledbutsowwhatoagwlppost- 
p o d  while w - coaquerrd. 
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